THE NATIONAL MINORITIES
in their own tongue, and by general agreement some of the finest
acting in the U.S.S.R. can be seen in the Moscow Jewish State
theatre, which presents in Yiddish not only plays written by Jewish
dramatists, but also Yiddish translations of the best Russian and
foreign dramatists, both modern and classic, including Shakespeare.
Speaking at the session of the Central Council of the Society
for Settling Toiling Jews on the land (OzEr), which opened in the
premises of the Jewish State Theatre in Moscow on November 22,
1937, S. M. Dimanstein, chairman of the Central Council of the
OZET, pointed out, amongst other things:
"After the Great Socialist Revolution, the Jewish people, to-
gether with other previously oppressed nationalities of Russia,
rose to a new life. The toiling Jews disproved the slander of anti-
Semites and other enemies of the people that Jews were unfit to
work in agriculture.
"There are hundreds of Jewish collective farms in the U.S.S.R.,
some of which are among the foremost in their districts."
M. Dimanstein also pointed out that there were "more than
130,000 members of such collectives, whilst approximately 60 per
cent of the Jewish population in the U.S.S.R. were factory and
office workers. The Jewish youth was studying in secondary and
higher educational institutions. A new Jewish intelligentsia, reared
in the U.S.S.R. during the years of the Great Socialist Revolution,
was now working in all branches of the national economy."
In conclusion M. Dimanstein said: "We have the Jewish Auto-
nomous Province, the existence of which is recorded in the Stalin
Constitution. Together with the whole country, this province will
elect its deputies to the Council of the Union and to the Council
of Nationalities. Next year about 100 million roubles will be in-
vested in construction in the Jewish Autonomous Province. A
new Jewish people, a Soviet people, is arising in the U.S.S.R.
In fraternal friendship with other nationalities of our great Father-
land and under the leadership of the Communist Party and Comrade
Stalin, the Jewish people in the Soviet Union is building up a radiant
and happy life."
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